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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 

added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 

needed. 

 

Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 

review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 

 "When Mai's family discovers that Vietnam government soldiers will soon apprehend her father 

and grandmother, the family slips away in the night. They trudge through the swamps of the 

Mekong Delta toward the sea. The gut-wrenching trip to Hong Kong is just another step toward a 

new life, which the family eventually finds. Whelan's characters are distinctive, and her story is 

riveting, haunting, and memorable, reflecting the human virtues of determination, hope, love, and 

courage in the face of the most devastating of circumstances and injustices."--Booklist.     

 

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 

OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 

number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 

Reading Applications Literacy – 6 

13-Describe and analyze the elements of character development 

14-Identify the main and major events of the plot and explain how each gives rise to the next 

 

Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 

professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 

form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 

Review #1 

Whelan's (Bringing the Farmhouse Home; Hannah) latest novel examines the monumental struggle 

and privation that a group of people must endure to escape political and economic oppression in 

contemporary Vietnam. Thirteen-year-old Mai is frightened and distraught to learn that her parents 

have planned to leave their home and secure passage to Hong Kong. But with hopes of freedom and 

prosperity to spur them on, Mai and her relatives cram themselves onto a barely seaworthy boat 

captained by a crusty, greedy man. The voyage is difficult at best: food and water are scarce; illness, 

lice, rats and blazing sun plague the debilitated passengers. When they finally reach Hong Kong, the 

challenges of a police inspection and a camp filled with thousands of other refugees await them. 

Although it chronicles many brutal realities, Whelan's story maintains an air of cool composure. 

Mai is the perfect narrator through whom to introduce a large cast of unusual, sympathetic 

characters; her emotional control and keen observations prove to be a source of calm in the storm 

that swirls around her. Readers will be introduced to elements of a new culture and made painfully 

aware of social conditions in other parts of the world. Ages 8-12.  

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable 

edition of this title.  

 

Review #2 



Grade 4-8-- Since the grandmother faces arrest in present-day Vietnam for following the old 

religion and practicing healing, the Vinh family decides to flee their small rice-growing village in 

the Mekong Delta and escape by sea to Hong Kong. With his skills as a mechanic, the father has 

secured their passage on a small boat. In a first-person narrative, 13-year-old Mai relates their 

odyssey. Before boarding the boat, the Vinhs become acquainted with a female doctor and her 

daughter from Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon). Whelan uses this relationship to set off 

Vietnamese rural life against the urban, the old traditions against the new. Perhaps because of this 

emphasis on imparting information, the plot is not as significant as it could be, and many of the 

characters are stock figures. Nonetheless, the book describes well the hardships many of America's 

newest refugees have endured and is one of the few accounts available on Vietnam's boat people. --

Diane S. Marton, Arlington County Library, VA 

 

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: The Land I Lost: Adventures of a boy in 

Vietnam  

Author: Quang Nhuong Huynh 

Title: Water Buffalo Days: Growing Up in 

Vietnam 

Author: Quang Nhuong Huynh 

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

Title:       Author:       

 

Document any potentially controversial content: 

multicultural literature 

 

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 

suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     

 

Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  

 

GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):  8+ 

 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 12/10/07 

 

 

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 

School Library Journal 

Horn Book 

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 

Library Journal 

Book Links 

Publisher's Weekly 

Booklist 

Kirkus Review 

Wilson Library Catalog 



English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 

The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 

Literature for Today’s Young Adults 

 


