
 

 

Olentangy Local School District 
Literature Selection Review 

 
Teacher: Horman School: Shanahan 
    
Book Title: Across Five Aprils Genre: Historical Fiction 
    
Author: Irene Hunt Pages: 190 
    
Publisher: Penguin Putnam Copyright: 1964 
    
 
In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Shots fired far away spark a civil war that will have painful repercussions for an Illinois family. 
This book shows how war affects ordinary people and changes their lives forever. Effectively 
exploring the complex issues behind the war, Irene Hunt's well-researched historical tale is 
captivating and memorable.   -Common Sense Media 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
  Develop and apply strategies to 
comprehend and interpret text. 
 
 Gain and demonstrate a deeper 
understanding of human story by reading 
varieties of genres.  
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
Narrator Terry Bregy adopts an appropriately boyish tone for his reading of Across Five Aprils by 
Irene Hunt, a Newbery Honor Book in 1965. Bregy compels readers to hear young Jethro 
Creighton's account of how the horrifying events of the Civil War changed life on his family's 
Illinois farm, even so many miles from the front lines. (Feb.)  
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.  
 
Review #2 
Grades 4-8--This beautifully written novel offers valuable insights into the difficulties faced by 
families and communities caught up in the political, economic, and personal upheavals of war. The 
events of the Civil War unfold Across Five Aprils (Berkley Pub., 1986) in this moving story by 
Newbery Award winner, Irene Hunt. It is set in southern Illinois where Jethro Creighton, an 
intelligent, hardworking boy, is growing into manhood as his brothers and a beloved teacher leave 



 

 

to fight in the Union and Confederate armies. Hunt presents a balanced look at both sides of the 
conflict, and includes interesting information on lesser-known leaders and battles. Of course, 
Abraham Lincoln is a frequent topic of conversation, and Jethro even receives a letter from his 
fellow Illinoian. Narrator Tom Stechschulte captures the richness of the regional dialogue and 
blends it with a careful reading of the story's descriptive passages. Sound reproduction is good, and 
the hard plastic case can be processed easily for circulation. Across Five Aprils adds a valuable new 
perspective to audiobook collections that already have works such as Fleischman's Bull Run 
(HarperCollins, 1993), and Pinkney's Silent Thunder: A Civil War Story (Hyperion, 1999). Students 
studying the Civil War have much to gain from this recording because it goes beyond historical 
fiction to show the value of family love and loyalty. 
Barbara Wysocki, Cora J. Belden Library, Rocky Hill, CT 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Rifles for Watie Author: Harold Keith 
Title: Johnny Tremain Author: Esther Forbes  
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
  Graphic reports of battles.    
  Threat of mob violence. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  young adult 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 4-25-07 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 



 

 

Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


