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Teacher: Doyle, Ramey, Wheeler School: OBMS
Book Title: Love That Dog  Genre: Poetry

Author: Sharon Creech Pages: 128
Publisher: Harper Collins Copyright: 2001

In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like added to the school's
book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as needed.

Book Summary and Summary Citation:

The Newbery Medal-winning author of Walk Two Moons, Sharon Creech, brings readers a story with
enormous heart.

Love That Dog shows how one boy named Jack finds his voice with the help of a teacher, a pencil, some
yellow paper, and of course, a dog. Written as a series of free-verse poems from Jack's point of view, and
with classic poetry included in the back matter, this novel is perfect for kids and teachers, too.

Jack hates poetry. Only girls write it and every time he tries to, his brain feels empty. But his teacher, Miss
Stretchberry, won't stop giving her class poetry assignments—and Jack can't avoid them. But then
something amazing happens. The more he writes, the mere he learns that he does have something to say.

"l guess it does
look like a poem
when you see it

typed up
like that."

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the OLSD curriculum blueprints
and/or State standards.

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as weli as inferences drawn from the
text.

RL.6.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative
mearnings; analyze the impact of a specific word choices, including sensory language, on meaning and tone.

RI.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the ideas.

RL.6.6 Explaim how an author uses the point of view to develop the perspective of the narrator or speaker in a text.

RL.6.7 Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio,
video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they
perceive when they listen or watch.

RL.6.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy
stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.



Include two professional review of this title:

Review #1

From School Library Journal

Gr 4-8-Jack keeps a journal for his teacher, a charming, spare free-verse monologue that begins: "I don*t want
to/because boys/don't write poetry./Girls do.” But his curiosity grows guickly as Miss Stretchberry feeds the class a
varied menu of intriguing poems starting with William Carlos Williams's "The Red Wheelbarraw," which confuses Jack
at first. Gradually, he begins to see connections between his personal experiences and the poetry of William Blake,
Robert Frost, and others, and Creech's compellingly simple plot about love and loss begins to emerge. Jack is timid
about the first poems he writes, but with the obvious encouragement and prodding of his masterful teacher, he gains
the courage to claim them as his own in the classroom displays. When he is introduced to "Love That Boy" by Walter
Dean Myers, he makes an exuberant leap of understanding. "MARCH 14/That was the best best BEST/poem/you read
yesterday/by Mr. Walter Dean Myers/the best best BEST/poem/ever./l am sorry/l took the book home/without
asking./1 only got/one spot/on it./That's why/the page is torn./| tried to get/the spot/out.” All the threads of the
story are pulled together in Jack's final poem, "Love That Dog {Inspired by Walter Dean Myers)." Creech has created a
poignant, funny picture of a child's encounter with the power of poetry. Readers may have a similar experience
because all of the selections mentioned in the story are inciuded at the end. This book is a tiny treasure.

Lee Bock, Glenbrook Elementary School, Pulaski, Wl Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review #2

From Booklist

Gr. 3-6. In simple free verse, Jack tells his teacher that he cares nothing about poetry and sees no point in that snowy
woods stuff: "Why doesn't the person just / keep going if he's got / so many miles to go before he sleeps?”. But
despite himself, he's enraptured by what his teacher is reading: the beat of "Tiger, tiger burning bright” just won't go
away. At the same time, he's writing poetry in his own voice about himself, culminating in a breathtaking poem about
what happened to his beloved dog. At the end, Creech overdoes Jack's fawning adoration of author Walter Dean
Myers, who comes to school at Jack's behest, but that won't stop kids from recognizing both Jack's new exuberance
and his earlier uptight mood. Best of all, the story shows how poetry inspires reading and writing with everyday
words that make personal music. This is a book for teachers to read aloud and tatk about with kids, Some of the
poems Jack's teacher reads are appended, inciuding Myers' wonderful "Love That Boy." Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?

Title: Hate that Cat Author: Sharon Creech

Title: Author:

Document any potentially controversial content:

Death of dog.

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the suggested classroom use:
EGifted/Accelerated RRegular BJAt Risk

GRADE LEVEL{S): 6 7B 80 90 100 1101 120



Reading Level of this Title: Lexile 1010L
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