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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
From the book flap of the hardcover edition: From #1 New York Times bestselling author Gordon 
Korman comes a hilarious and heartfelt novel in which one middle-school troublemaker 
accidentally moves into the gifted and talented program—and changes everything. For fans of Louis 
Sachar and Jack Gantos, this funny and touching underdog story is a lovable and goofy adventure 
with robot fights, middle-school dances, live experiments, and statue-toppling pranks! When 
Donovan Curtis pulls a major prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s finally gone too far. But 
thanks to a mix-up by one of the administrators, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to the 
Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a special program for gifted and talented students. Although it 
wasn’t exactly what Donovan had intended, the ASD couldn’t be a more perfectly unexpected 
hideout for someone like him. But as the students and teachers of ASD grow to realize that 
Donovan may not be good at math or science (or just about anything), he shows that his gifts may 
be exactly what the ASD students never knew they needed.  
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
RL.6.10:By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 
Students will also continue to work on fluency, accuracy, and expression when reading. 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
From School Library Journal: Gr 5–8—Donovan Curtis is an impulse-driven prankster who, at the 
start of Ungifted, manages to alienate both the students and faculty of his middle school. First he 
mocks the basketball team over the school PA system with a derisive cheer and then he whacks the 
school's statue of Atlas with a stick, knocking the huge globe off and sending it rolling down the hill 
where it smashes into the gymnasium and stops the big game. When Donovan ends up on the 
carpet, the district superintendent accidentally adds his name to the roll of gifted students at the 



 

 

Academy for Scholastic Distinction. Although he flounders at his new school, Donovan ends up 
humanizing a program that focuses on academic achievement and ignores the social aspects of 
students' success. From his first day when he startles the robotics team by naming their robot, to his 
saving the class from summer school by drafting his pregnant sister as the answer to a missed credit 
in Human Development, Donovan finds that his gift lies in helping the smart kids by teaching them 
how to be "normal." Using an ancestor who survived the Titanicas inspiration, Donovan has a goofy 
kindness that charms characters and readers alike. Reminiscent of Stanley Yelnats and Joey Pigza, 
he careens through life much like the out-of-control globe from Atlas's statue. The story is told from 
the points of view of various characters (each chapter titled with an Un-word), and readers hear 
from teachers and administrators, students-both gifted and not-and family members. The message is 
tolerance, and Korman expertly and humorously delivers it in an unpretentious and universally 
appealing tale.—Jane Barrer  
 
Review #2 
From Kirkus Reviews: The last thing troublemaker and mediocre student Donovan Curtis ever 
expected was a transfer from Hardcastle Middle School to the prestigious Academy for Scholastic 
Distinction. When he whacks a statue of Atlas on the butt, and Atlas' globe falls off his shoulders, 
rolls down the hill, and crashes through the glass doors of the gym, Donovan expects to be in big-
time trouble. Instead, he receives a letter informing him that he's been selected to attend ASD. He 
does attend but soon feels like "some exotic space alien who crash-landed in the gifted program." 
Donovan's journey through his strange new world is told through multiple points of view, allowing 
his teachers and gifted classmates to offer thoughts on this clearly ungifted boy in their midst. When 
the robotics class creates a robot named Tin Man, though, it's Donovan's skill with the joystick, 
developed by hours of playing video games, that gives the team hope of winning the upcoming 
competition. And as he and his new friends try to find some common ground, Donovan becomes the 
heart and soul of the school, if not the brains. Frequent allusions to The Wizard of Oz--with Tin 
Man the robot, Oz the teacher and themes of brains, heart and courage--add to the charm of this tale 
of a boy finding his home. (Fiction. 10-14)  
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Hoot Author: Carl Hiassan 
Title: Don't You Dare Read This, Mrs. Dunphrey Author: Margaret Peterson Haddix 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 
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Document any potentially controversial content: 
The plot centers on an act of vandalism committed by the protagonist. 
Other various types of mischief are mentioned such as skipping detention, using an unattended 
school PA system, cheating, putting cherry bombs in a toilet, stealing parts from a school's floor 
polisher, etc. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 



 

 

Reading level of this title (if applicable):  730L 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair: 5.7.15 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


