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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Who is Jenna Fox? Seventeen-year-old Jenna has been told that is her name. She has just awoken 
from a coma, they tell her, and she is still recovering from a terrible accident in which she was 
involved a year ago. But what happened before that? Jenna doesn't remember her life. Or does she? 
And are the memories really hers? 
This fascinating novel represents a stunning new direction for acclaimed author Mary Pearson. Set 
in a near future America, it takes readers on an unforgettable journey through questions of bio-
medical ethics and the nature of humanity. Mary Pearson's vividly drawn characters and masterful 
writing soar to a new level of sophistication. 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
R.L.1,2,3 and 6 
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
KLIATT 
AGERANGE: Ages 12 to 18.  
Seventeen-year-old Jenna Fox wakes from a coma and doesn’t know who she is. She has been 
involved in a horrific accident and is brought home to recuperate with her mother and her 
grandmother, two women she does not remember. In fact, she is not really at home; her parents 
have moved miles away to give her time to fully recover. And, she has the distinct impression that 
her grandmother is angry with her. When Jenna insists on being able to go back to school, she is 
sent to a charter school where every student has had some difficulty to overcome--some have 
emotional scars, like Ethan; others, like Allys, are struggling with physical handicaps. Jenna 
becomes friends with both, and quadriplegic Allys draws Jenna and Ethan into a political passion 
for strict medical controls. Gradually Jenna starts to glimpse her past life, the accident, and strange 
memories that don’t make sense to her until she is able to come face to face with the medical 
practice that has saved her. The novel is part mystery and part science fiction. Set in the future, it 



 

 

raises issues of biomedical ethics, suspended animation and the enduring human spirit. Jenna 
narrates, and we experience her confusion as she struggles to make sense of events she only vaguely 
remembers. Students will be intrigued by the medical treatments that allow her to recover and there 
is much to debate in terms of how far science should go in medical treatment. Is there a line that 
should not be crossed? This is fascinating and thought provoking. Reviewer: Janis Flint-Ferguson 
March 2008 (Vol. 42, No.2) 
 
Review #2 
VOYA - Hilary Crew  
"Then what am I?" asks seventeen-year-old Jenna Fox when she is told the truth. When her body is 
beyond saving after a car accident, her father's medical team creates a new, "illegal" body infused 
with "Bio-Gel." Her brain is scanned, improved, and uploaded, but all that physically remains of the 
original Jenna is "ten per cent" of her brain-the "butterfly." She remembers the accident-for which 
she was blamed-and discovers the back-ups of her brain and those of her two friends who were 
killed. Jenna then makes a decision between betraying her parents or being loyal to her friends and 
between protecting herself or sacrificing her dependence on a machine-should things go wrong. 
Now living in California, where she will have a longer "shelf-life," Jenna slowly begins to make a 
new path for herself. Pearson creates an extraordinarily fine novel. There are clear explanations of 
how the new Jenna is created. The ethics of biotechnological advances are debated and seamlessly 
woven into a well-developed story. Pearson writes with acuity about the dilemma of parents who 
adored their daughter and could not let her go and of the complex relationships among Jenna, her 
parents, and her grandmother. Jenna's innermost emotions and recovered memories, including 
reliving the "hell" of days in a dark place, unable to express her wish to die, are conveyed in free 
verse on pages interspersed with her first-person narrative. In this beautifully written novel, Pearson 
deals with the heart of what it means to be human. Reviewer: Hilary Crew 
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title: Unwind  Author: Neal Shusterman 
Title: The Hunger Games Author: Susanne Collins 
Title: The Giver Author: Lois Lowry 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
Title: 

     

 Author: 

     

 
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
Parents need to know that this sci-fi book includes some kissing between teens and violence that's 
mostly mentioned in flashback, including an epidemic and natural disaster that kills scores of people 
and a car accident that kills teens and lands one in a coma. One male student almost attacks the 
heroine, but help arrives on time. 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  Lexile 570 
 
 



 

 

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 12/16/14 
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 
English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


