Olentangy Local School District
Literature Selection Review

Teacher: Good/Yochum School: OOMS
Book Title: Water Buffalo Days Genre: Memoir
Author: Huynh Quang Nhuong Pages: 117
Publisher: ~ Harper Trophy Copyright: 1997

In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. YOUu may attach additional pages as
needed.

Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)

Huynh Quang Nhuong grew up in the highlands of Vietnam, next to the jungle teeming with
wildlife. Encounters with tigers, wild hogs, and deadly snakes were as much a part of his life as
tending the rice fields while on the back of his pet water buffalo, Tank. Here are fifteen tales that
will transport you into a world of lush beauty and terrible danger -- and a way of life that is gone
forever.

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)

1. Construct the meaning of unknown words through context clues and the

author’s use of definition, restatement, and example.

Conceptual Understanding

2. Interpret similes and metaphors to understand new words and phrases in

text.

Structural Understanding

3 Recognize the impact of other languages on English and identify words

used in English whose origins are another language

Comprehension Strategies
5. Summarize the information in texts, recognizing important ideas and
supporting details as well as noting gaps

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)

Review #1

From School Library Journal

Grade 3-5?This story starts off slowly, but quickly picks up speed as the author remembers fondly
his childhood days spent in the central highlands of Vietnam. He describes the people and animals
of his village, focusing on his family's two water buffaloes that are his favorite playmates. After the
first one dies, the boy's father finds a young replacement, Tank. Quang Nhuong is delighted and
describes various escapades he shares with the bull, playing hide-and-seek, an encounter with a
crocodile, and a battle with an otter. Most of the incidents described are entertaining and readers
will learn fascinating information about the importance of these animals in this culture. A charming
beginning chapter book about a child growing up in a distant land that will appeal to animal lovers



everywhere. The Tsengs' soft sketches show Tank, his young master, and the various villagers
mentioned in the text. Mary M. Hopf, Los Angeles Public Library

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

Review #2

From Kirkus Reviews

The village social life and customs in the central highlands of Vietnam prior to the involvement of
the US provide an affecting platform for the author's warm memories of a childhood enriched by
close relationships with the animals vital to the family's economic survival. Delicate pencil
drawings accompany the first-person narrative that shows the role water buffaloes played during
dry-season farming and rainy-season hunting. They were creatures of such importance that, when
one named Water Jug dies of old age, it is only fitting that he is buried in the graveyard, ““as we had
done for all the dead of our family." The boy hopes for a new bull with the same gentle
temperament as Water Jug's, but his father has always dreamed of a replacement bull that would be
not only a valuable worker, but a strong fighter and true leader when tigers, panthers, and lone wild
hogs from the jungle threaten the village's herd. The father brings home a calf from a distant village,
but delays naming him until his nature makes one apparent. After a fight in which he bests the
reigning leader of the herd, the young bull is named Tank. Fierce in battle, Tank's gentleness
otherwise earns him the respect of the village, and readers will come to admire him; his death, the
result of “"a single misplaced bullet" in a military skirmish, is very affecting. In Tank's passing, the
author brings home the waste of war, in a book written from the heart. (Autobiography. 7-10) --
Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?

Title: The Land I Lost Author:  Same
Title: Author:
Title: Author:
Title: Author:
Title: Author:
Title: Author:

Document any potentially controversial content:
None

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)

Gifted/Accelerated [ ] RegularX] AtRisk[ ]

GRADE LEVEL(S): 6D 7] 8] 9] 101 11[] 12[]

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 8-12

Date Submitted to Department Chair: 1-30-2008

Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal
Horn Book



Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

Library Journal

Book Links

Publisher's Weekly

Booklist

Kirkus Review

Wilson Library Catalog

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)
Literature for Today’s Young Adults



