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In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like 
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as 
needed. 
 
Book Summary and summary citation:  (suggested resources include book flap summaries, 
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.) 
Back of Book:  When Matt leaves his kindergarten class for a quick trip to the bathroom, he never 
imagines what will happen next. He suddenly finds himself in a stranger’s car traveling to an 
unfamiliar place. But who is this man, and is he really a "stranger"? When the school bell rings and 
Matt is nowhere to be found, his sister, Bonnie, is frantic. She quickly realizes that her little brother 
is not lost, but missing! And she must do everything in her power to save him…even if it puts her 
own life in danger. 
 
 
Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the 
OLSD curriculum map(s):  (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator 
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form) 
      
 
Include two professional reviews of this title:  (a suggested list of resources for identifying 
professional reviews is shown below.  Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the 
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form) 
Review #1 
From School Library Journal 
Grade 4-7–Matt, a kindergartener, meets his 13-year-old half sister every day after school for the 
ride home. When he fails to show up, Bonnie immediately notifies his teacher and principal, and a 
full-scale search ensues. Even though Matt has been taught "stranger danger," he is lured into the 
kidnapper's car with his own dog, stolen from his house. The kidnapper is the boy's father, whom he 
has never met, and who tells Matt that his mother and sister are dead. So even though the boy 
knows his phone number, he doesn't try to call. The story portrays a kidnapper's determination and 
the ease with which a child can be swayed by a stranger despite years of teaching. The novel also 
does a good job of incorporating modern-day search techniques, such as an Amber Alert, and 
explaining their use. The plot stretches a bit when Bonnie spots her brother at a Seattle Mariners 
game, but it does make for a suspenseful ending as she also becomes a victim. The story is resolved 
happily but with a twist showing the remorse of the people who could have helped along the way 
but didn't for various reasons. This novel has enough suspense to keep children interested, and it 
will also appeal to reluctant readers.–Diana Pierce, Running Brushy Middle School, Cedar Park, TX  
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This 
text refers to the Hardcover edition.  
 
 



Review #2 
From Booklist 
Gr. 4-7. When 13-year-old Bonnie's younger brother and dog disappear, she and her mother 
experience all the fear, police attention, and media notoriety that often results from such tragedies. 
Meanwhile, six-year-old Matt is held captive by Denny, his bad-tempered father whom he has never 
met. Denny cruelly tells Matt that his mother and sister are dead, so the boy abandons hope. The 
coincidence of Bonnie's spotting Matt at a Mariners game leads to an exciting, movie-style climax. 
This quick read, which accurately reflects that most missing children are either abducted by 
relatives or run away, effectively builds suspense as the police make progress and Matt grows 
increasingly afraid of his gun-toting father. The fact that the characters are largely one-dimensional, 
especially the villainous Denny, mutes the emotional angst readers might have felt, leaving them 
free to enjoy the plot-driven thriller with a happy ending. Kathleen Odean 
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the Hardcover 
edition.  
 
What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?  
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
Title:       Author:       
 
Document any potentially controversial content: 
kidnapping of a kindergartner 
 
Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the 
suggested classroom use:  (check all that apply)     
 
Gifted/Accelerated       Regular      At Risk  
 
GRADE LEVEL(S):  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  
 
Reading level of this title (if applicable):  9 and up 
 
 
Date Submitted to Department Chair:       
 
 
Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources: 
School Library Journal 
Horn Book 
Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books 
VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates) 
Library Journal 
Book Links 
Publisher's Weekly 
Booklist 
Kirkus Review 
Wilson Library Catalog 



English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English) 
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association) 
Literature for Today’s Young Adults 
 


