Olentangy Local School District
Literature Selection Review

Teacher: Gambill School: OHS
Book Title:  Ship Breaker Genre: Science Fiction
Author: Paolo Bacigalupi Pages: 352

Publisher:  Little, Brown Books for Young Readers Copyright: 2011

In a brief rationale, please provide the following information relative to the book you would like
added to the school’s book collection for classroom use. You may attach additional pages as
needed.

Book Summary and summary citation: (suggested resources include book flap summaries,
review summaries from publisher, book vendors, etc.)
A gritty, high-stakes adventure set in a futuristic world where oil is scarce, but loyalty is scarcer.

In America's Gulf Coast region, grounded oil tankers are being broken down for parts by crews of
young people. Nailer, a teenage boy, works the light crew, scavenging for copper wiring just to
make quota-and hopefully live to see another day. But when, by luck or by chance, he discovers an
exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, Nailer faces the most important decision of
his life: Strip the ship for all it's worth or rescue its lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl who
could lead him to a better life....

In this powerful novel, Paolo Bacigalupi delivers a thrilling, fast-paced adventure set in a vivid and
raw, uncertain future.

Provide an instructional rationale for the use of this title, including specific reference to the
OLSD curriculum map(s): (Curriculum maps may be referenced by grade/course and indicator
number or curriculum maps with indicators highlighted may be attached to this form)
Acquisition of Vocabulary (1)

* Reading Application Informational (5, 6)

* Reading Application Literary (7, 9, 10, 11)

Include two professional reviews of this title: (a suggested list of resources for identifying
professional reviews is shown below. Reviews may be “cut and pasted” (with citation) into the
form or printed reviews may be attached to the form)

Review #1

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up—A fast-paced postapocalyptic adventure set on the American Gulf Coast. Nailer works
light crew; his dirty, dangerous job is to crawl deep into the wrecks of the ancient oil tankers that
line the beach, scavenging copper wire and turning it over to his crew boss. After a brutal hurricane
passes over, Nailer and his friend Pima stumble upon the wreck of a luxurious clipper ship. It's
filled with valuable goods—a "Lucky Strike" that could make them rich, if only they can find a safe



way to cash it in. Amid the wreckage, a girl barely clings to life. If they help her, she tells them, she
can show them a world of privilege that they have never known. But can they trust her? And if so,
can they keep the girl safe from Nailer's drug-addicted father? Exciting and sometimes violent, this
book will appeal to older fans of Scott Westerfeld's "Uglies" series (S & S) and similar action-
oriented science fiction.——Hayden Bass, Seattle Public Library, WA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This
text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Review #2

From Booklist

*Starred Review™ This YA debut by Bacigalupi, a rising star in adult science fiction, presents a
dystopian future like so many YA sf novels. What is uncommon, though, is that although
Bacigalupi's future earth is brilliantly imagined and its genesis anchored in contemporary issues, it
is secondary to the memorable characters. In a world in which society has stratified, fossil fuels
have been consumed, and the seas have risen and drowned coastal cities, Nailer, 17, scavenges
beached tankers for scrap metals on the Gulf Coast. Every day, he tries to “make quota” and avoid
his violent, drug-addicted father. After he discovers a modern clipper ship washed up on the beach,
Nailer thinks his fortune is made, but then he discovers a survivor trapped in the wreckage—the
“swank” daughter of a shipping-company owner. Should he slit the girl's throat and sell her for parts
or take a chance and help her? Clearly respecting his audience, Bacigalupi skillfully integrates his
world building into the compelling narrative, threading the backstory into the pulsing action. The
characters are layered and complex, and their almost unthinkable actions and choices seem totally
credible. Vivid, brutal, and thematically rich, this captivating title is sure to win teen fans for the
award-winning Bacigalupi. Grades 8-12. --Lynn Rutan --This text refers to an out of print or
unavailable edition of this title.

What alternate text(s) could also fulfill the instructional requirements?

Title: The Giver Author:  Lois Lowary
Title: The Hunger Games Author:  Suzanne Collins
Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Title: Author:

Document any potentially controversial content:
Violence; minimal profanity

Keeping in mind the age, academic level, and maturity of the intended reader, what is the
suggested classroom use: (check all that apply)

Gifted/Accelerated X] Regular X] At Risk [X]
GRADE LEVEL(S): oL ] X 8 oX 10X 11] 12[]

Reading level of this title (if applicable): 8-12

Date Submitted to Department Chair: April 25, 20012



Suggested Professional Literary Review Sources:
School Library Journal

Horn Book

Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books

VOYA (Voice of Youth Advocates)

Library Journal

Book Links

Publisher's Weekly

Booklist

Kirkus Review

Wilson Library Catalog

English Journal (and other resources of the National Council of Teachers of English)
The Reading Teacher (International Reading Association)

Literature for Today’s Young Adults



